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Lately I sent Garnett his notes: not the originals, which I've
just burnt, but a fair copy, rearranging, pointing, linking, dividing
the notes. I've taken away, not one adjective, nor one word, nor
one idea: but have lengthened by as much again what.was almost
a literary shorthand, into what I thinK is a palatable mess.
Palatable? well, hardly: it's presumably oatmeal porridge sort-
of-stuff: but a man might get through it, if he added the milk of
time and the sugar of patience to its body.

David Garnett would probably lend it to you: but O Lord,
it's no hospitality to offer to an esteemed friend. Don't choke
yourself: don't try to, if porridge and dry bread & dough make
you ill in advance. Really to see it is no privilege, & to read it
probably pain: but if you send me your imperfections (as I
devoutly hope, for they seem to me more meaningful than other
people's perfections) I should at least acknowledge to you the
existence of writings of mine later & wiser than The Seven Pillars.

I want the existence of these notes kept dark; otherwise asses
will want to print them, or read them. Mrs. Shaw: the two
Garnetts: Trenchard (my sponsor in the R.A.F.) if he wishes to
see them: you, I think that is all I care about. It would have
been Hogarth too: but he has gone. He was like a parent who
had never stopped growing.                                               T E s.

353: TO EDWARD GARNETT
23. 4. 28.
Your telegram came this morning, most happily. I was on guard
all yesterday and so felt pretty much in the dumps. It is a hateful,
painful waste of time: everybody comes off guard thoroughly
miserable: and all the day after feels wet. Besides, I'd had to
make up my mind to get shifted from this place, as a precautionary
measure. If I stay, there's a risk of trouble. So I've asked to be
sent up country. It may be worse, or it may be better. I lose a
lot of books, and music (only gramophone music, but the potted
stuff is very well, for people away abroad), and the little con-
veniences I've arranged myself in the last fifteen months; and